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February 27, 2024 Regular Meeting

E; Discussion and possible action, to approve and authorize the Mayor to sign the 2NP

Amendment to the Advanced Data Processing, Inc. (ADPI) billing agreement. (Brett
Brewer, Fire Chief)

F. Discussion and possible action, to concur with the Mayor’s reappointment of Martha
(Marti) Fields to the McAlester Regional Health Center Authority for a term to expire
February 28, 2030. (Cora Middleton, City Clerk)

Councilman Roden requested that Item "F”” be removed for individual consideration.

Vice-Mayor Smith moved to approve Consent Agenda items “A through E.” The motion was
seconded by Councilman Boatright, and the vote was taken as follows:

AYE: Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Stone, Beaty, Roden & Mayor Browne
NAY: None

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried.

Items Removed from Consent Agenda

F. Discussion and possible action, to concur with the Mayor’s reappointment of Martha
(Marti) Fields to the McAlester Regional Health Center Authority for a term to expire
February 28, 2030. (Cora Middleton, City Clerk)

Councilman Roden commented that he had wanted to ask Ms. Fields about the letter that he had
received from the Mary Shannon, Chairperson for MRHCA Board of Trustees. He then moved to
table the reappointment of Martha (Marti) Fields to the McAlester Regional Health Center
Authority for a term to expire February 28, 2030. The motion was seconded by Councilman Stone,
and the vote was taken as follows:

AYE: Councilmembers Roden, Stone & Boatright
NAY: Councilmembers Beaty, Smith & Mayor Browne

Mayor Browne declared the motion failed.

Mayor Browne moved to approve the reappointment of Martha (Marti) Fields to the McAlester
Regional Health Center Authority for a term to expire February 28, 2030. He briefly explained
that there were specific requirements for the McAlester Regional Health Center Authority Board.
The motion was seconded by Vice-Mayor Smith, and the vote was taken as follows:

AYE: Councilmembers Smith, Stone, Beaty & Mayor Browne
NAY: Councilmembers Roden & Boatright

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried.
Councilman Boatright moved to open a Public Hearing to address three (3) proposed ordinances.
The motion was seconded by Vice-Mayor Smith, there was no discussion, and the vote was taken

as follows:

AYE: Councilmembers Boatright, Smith, Roden, Beaty, Stone & Mayor Browne
NAY: None

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the Public Hearing was opened at 6:10 P.M.

Public Hearing
All persons interested in any ordinance listed under Scheduled Business shall have an opportunity to be heard in accordance
with Article 2, Section 2.12(b) of the City Charter.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MCALESTER, OKLAHOMA; AMENDING
MCALESTER CITY CODE CHAPTER 62 LAND DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING,
ZONING AND SUBDIVISIONS, SECTION 62-97 POWERS RELATIVE TO
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February 27, 2024 Regular Meeting

Director Clifton addressed the Council explaining that the house on this property was built in 1952
and the applicant’s family had owned and lived in the house since 1974. She stated that the
structure predated the current zoning and land development code. She commented that the
nonconforming status had made selling the property difficult. She added that the Planning
Commission had met on February 20, 2024 and had voted unanimously to recommend the
applicant’s rezoning request be approved as presented.

There was a brief discussion concerning the zoning for the surrounding properties, and if the area
could be blanket rezoned.

ORDINANCE NO. 2798

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE GENERAL ZONING ORDINANCE AND
ACCOMPANYING MAP THERETO KNOWN AS GENERAL ZONING ORDINANCE
NO. 1843 (1989), BY CHANGING THE CLASSIFICATION OF THE ZONING DISTRICT
FOR LOT FOUR (4), BLOCK SIX (6), CITY OF MCALESTER, NOW KNOWN AS NORTH
MCALESTER, PITTSBURG COUNTY, STATE OF OKLAHOMA, FROM 1-2 HEAVY
INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT TO R-1B SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT.

A motion to approve ORDNINANCE NO. 2798, rezoning the affected property from I-2 Heavy
Industrial District to R-1B Single-Family Residential District was made by Councilman Roden.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Beaty, and the vote was taken as follows:

AYE: Councilmembers Roden, Beaty, Smith, Stone, Boatright & Mayor Browne
NAY: None

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried.

3. Discussion and possible action on an ordinance of the City of McAlester, Oklahoma,
amending McAlester City Code, Chapter 62 Land Development, Planning, Zoning and
Subdivisions, Section 62-97 Powers Relative to Exceptions; repealing all conflicting
ordinances; and providing for severability. (Jayme Clifion, Community Development
Director)

Executive Summary

Motion to act upon and approve the above ordinance amending Section 62-97 Powers Relative to

Exceptions; repealing all conflicting ordinances; providing for severability; and authorizing the mayor to

sign the ordinance.

Director Clifton addressed the Council explaining that this amendment would allow minor
variances for the Board of Adjustment to consider. She added that the Planning Commission had
met on February 20, 2024 and voted unanimously to recommend the ordinance amendment to be
approved as presented.

There was a brief discussion regarding this giving the Board of Adjustment the ability to consider
the minor variances and if this was dealing with lots that were too small.

ORDINANCE NO. 2799

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MCALESTER, OKLAHOMA; AMENDING
MCALESTER CITY CODE CHAPTER 62 LAND DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING,
ZONING AND SUBDIVISIONS, SECTION 62-97 POWERS RELATIVE TO
EXCEPTIONS; REPEALING ALL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES, AND PROVIDING
FOR SEVERABILITY.

Councilman Boatright moved to approve ORDINANCE NO. 2799, amending Section 62-97,
powers relative to exceptions. The motion was seconded by Councilman Beaty, and the vote was
taken as follows:

AYE: Councilmembers Boatright, Beaty, Roden, Smith, Stone & Mayor Browne
NAY: None

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried.
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February 27, 2024 Regular Meeting

Attorney Hammons commented that this was an ongoing concern and he advised everyone to be
mindful of what they said.

Councilman Roden commented on the importance of the Cancer Center and the management of
the Hospital.

Debbie Roden, 507 W. Stonewall addressed the Council expressing her concerns about the
Hospital and Cancer Center.

Lisa Turney, 115 S. Sanders Road addressed the Council expressing her concerns about the
Hospital and Cancer Center.

Kim Countz, 1052 House Road addressed the Council inquiring about who appointed the board
members and who was on the Trust.

Cathy Thornton, 107 S. 14", Hartshorne addressed the Council expressing her concerns about the
Cancer Center and the Sales Tax.

Attorney Hammons explained the law that was passed in the sixties by the Legislature that allowed
the State of Oklahoma, various counties, and some cities to establish Public Trusts. He explained
that members of the Hospital Board were public officials and were subject to the Open Record
Act.

Dr. Todd Bowden, 100 S. Main addressed the Council expressing his concerns regarding the
Cancer Center.

Susan Old, 255 Redbird Drive; Richard Bowden, 3016 N. 6™ Street; Misha Wolf, 602 NW Main;
Debra Stone, 609 N. A Street; Steve Belcher, P.O. Box 1601, and Danny Barlow, 217 W. Jackson
each addressed the Council expressing their concerns with the Cancer Center and the hospital.

No action was taken on this item.

6. Presentation of the Mayor’s Annual State of the City Address. (John Browne, Mayor)
Executive Summary
Presentation

Mayor Browne delivered his Annual State of the City Address.
"That's some catch, that catch-22," he observed. “it’s the best there is,"

“oh, our lives are changing every day. In every possible way. And oh, our dreams are never quite
as it seems.”

Paraphrasing the cranberries, our city is going through changes it seems every day.

Governing is a task which takes Sisyphean type effort and resolution, working hard to reach a
pinnacle to only have the proverbial boulder roll right back down the other side. While for Sisyphus
the toil is never ending, our city has hope for a better outcome. Each time we reach the apex we
flatten the point a little bit which will eventually become a platform to allow us to stay on the top
without rolling back down the mountain. We make small progress every year and are reaching a
point wherein we still have some setbacks but not the type that are unmanageable.

That some catch that catch 22.

We are having the second-best year we have ever had as far as revenue goes. Last year was the
only one better and it had some artificial help from the federal government’s money that were
remnants of the ARPA funds and others. So, it can reasonably be thought that this year may actually
be a better year with organic growth instead of stimulus funds. So, what’s the catch? Well, based
on the original budget projection we are behind in revenue production. We are ahead, meaning
spending less on expense spending and are in no danger of having to make drastic actions to
maintain a balanced budget as required by state statute. Our administrative team have done a great
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February 27, 2024 Regular Meeting

Everything, everything will be all right, all right.”

Finally, I'm a little bittersweet as I write this State of the City report as it will be my last one. I am
term limited out so the next report will be from a new mayor. I urge everyone to get registered to
vote, get their friends and family registered if they aren't already, then make sure they go vote. It
is the single greatest right we have and to not exercise it is an affront to those that have fought for
these rights. In addition to it being the right thing to do, remember what Plato once said, “one of
the penalties of refusing to participate in politics is that you end up being governed by your
inferiors.”

In closing a song lyric that makes me happy. “Rise up this morning, smiled with the rising sun.
Three little birds pitch by my doorstep. Singing sweet songs of melodies pure and true. Saying,
"this is my message to you-ou-ou."

Singing, "don't worry about a thing. Cause every little thing is gonna be alright"

No action was taken on this item.

New Business

Any matter not known, or which could not have been reasonably foreseen prior to the time of posting the Agenda in
accordance with Sec. 311.9, Title 25, Oklahoma State Statutes.

There was no new business.

City Manager’s Report
o Report on activities for the past two weeks.

Manager Andren commented that the City Manager’s report was in the back of the binders. He
stated that they were continuing to work on it and getting it to show the year after year information.
He added if there was anything the Council wanted to see, to let him know and the report would
be posted on the City’s website and Facebook page.

Remarks and Inquiries by City Council

Councilmen Smith, Stone, Roden, Boatright, and Beaty did not have any comments or inquiries
for the evening.

Mayor’s Comments and Committee Appointments

Mayor Browne had no comments for the evening.

Recess Council Meeting

Vice-Mayor Smith moved to recess the Regular Meeting and convene the Authorities. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Beaty. There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows:

AYE: Councilmembers Smith, Beaty, Roden, Boatright, Stone & Mayor Browne
NAY: None

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the meeting was recessed at 7:51 P.M.

Reconvene Council Meeting

The Regular Meeting was reconvened at 7:53 P.M.

Vice-Mayor Smith moved to recess the Regular Meeting for an Executive Session in accordance
with Title 25, Section 307.C.11; for the purposes of conferring on matters pertaining to economic
development, including the transfer of property, financing, or the creation of a proposal to entice
a business to locate within their jurisdiction if public disclosure of the matter discussed would
interfere with the development of products or services or if public disclosure would violate the
confidentiality of the business and in accordance with Title 25, Section 307.B.4; for confidential
communications between a public body and its attorney concerning a pending investigation, claim,
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